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washed away, and that evening the Tibetans spun a hundred-
foot rope of split bamboo. Early next day the bridge-building
began. Trees had to be felled to bridge the gap, and then the
long rope was rigged up to act as a rope bridge, so that once
more the river bed could be reached. Beyond this point the
going became easier, and soon the explorer reached the glacier
in which the troublesome river had its birth.

Now he was on the high plateau and could make his way
southward over the Lochen La to Gyamda and country which
he had visited on an earlier journey.